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Theatre & Dance

SEASON
Lor ipsum2025-2026

Edward and Bernice Humphreys 
Theatre Building 

As It Is in Heaven
A Stirring Historical Drama

Sept. 25–28

Home
A Faculty & Guest Artist Dance Concert

Oct. 24–25 

Chicago
A World of Allure & Scandal

Nov. 20–23

As You Like It, The Musical
A Ravishing Musical Comedy

Feb. 26–March 1

Emerge 
New Student Dance Works

   April 3–4

The Night Witches
A Gritty and Inspiring Tale

April 23–26

Vol. CV, No. 2
2025-2026
October 17 - November 2, 2025
Affiliations
American Association of Community Theatres
ArtsMemphis
Southeastern Theatre Conference
Tennessee Arts Commission
Tennessee Theatre Association

Theatre Memphis Staff
Debbie Litch, Executive Producer

Administrative Staff
Lisa Hall-Hayes, Operations Manager
Randall Hartzog, Director of Marketing/
Communications
Kaitlin Brucker, Office Manager/Usher Coordinator
Lisa Chang, Finance Manager
Christina Hendricks, Senior Box Office Assistant
Jabria Chanel, Box Office Assistant
Emma Clark, Box Office Assistant
Brandon R. Dickerson, Box Office Assistant
Natasha Griffin, Box Office Assistant 
Sharri Reid, Box Office Assistant
Chelsea Robinson, Operations Assistant

Production Staff
Michael Compton, Production Manager/
Technical Director
Becky Caspersen, Director of Outreach, Education, 
Production Stage Management & Volunteer Engagement 
Gary Beard, Music Consultant
Amie Eoff, Resident Costume Director
Jack Netzel-Yates, Resident Scenic Designer/
Properties Master
Nicole Northington, Resident Lighting Designer
Emily Luce, Resident Sound Designer
Ashley Selberg, Costume Shop Manager
Maggie Jackson, Assistant Technical Director
Abi Wiggins, Outreach Programs & Festivals
Julia Truelove, Assistant Production Stage Manager
Karon Samuels, Read to Relate

Box Office: 901.682.8323
Advertising: 901.682.0264
www.theatrememphis.org

Poster/Cover Created by Missy McClendon
Production Photos by Carla McDonald
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on 105 years of entertaining the community!

7500 Appling Center Drive
Memphis, TN 38133
Office 901.388.4706
Fax 901.388.9797
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Next at Theatre Memphis

In the Next Stage:
The Thanksgiving Play

By Larissa FastHorse
November 7 – 22, 2025

Directed by Jared Thomas Johnson

Topical and Playful. In this satirical comedy, a group of four well-meaning, 
but culturally insensitive white theatre artists, attempt to create a politically 
correct elementary school play about the first Thanksgiving. They struggle 
with their own biases and the lack of Native representation to fulfill their 
goal of “appropriately” telling the story commonly reduced to stereotypes. 
This play is in our season as a direct result of Theatre Memphis’ Read to 
Relate program.

Adult: $25		  Member/Senior/Military: $20	  	 *Student: $15

In the Lohrey Theatre:
A Christmas Carol

Based on the novel by Charles Dickens
Directed and Choreographed by Jordan Nichols and Travis Bradley

Music Directed by Jeffery Brewer
December 5 – 23, 2025

A Memphis Family Holiday Tradition. Miserly Ebenezer Scrooge is 
approached by the ghostly vision of his former business partner, Jacob 
Marley, who warns him of an upcoming spiritual journey. An eye opening 
exploration leads to happiness and enlightenment, not to mention song, 
dance and holiday cheer.

Adult: $35		  Member/Senior/Military: $30	  	 *Student: $15

*Student tickets are available to those 18 and under as well as college 
students with a valid ID.

Call the Box Office at 901.682.8323 for reservations
or order tickets online at www.theatrememphis.org.
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THANK YOU for embracing the first two shows of the season with your 
enthusiastic attendance of Something Rotten! as well as Shakespeare’s 
masterpiece Hamlet which sold-out every performance in our Next 
Stage including an added performance. 

As Randall Hartzog wrote, “There have been many angels among us at 
Theatre Memphis, and in August our most angelic got his wings. Gene 
Cochran, former Theatre Memphis Board President and TM’s most 
ardent supporter, passed away after a lengthy illness. Gene was a rock to 
Theatre Memphis when our foundation (literal, financial and emotional) 
needed securing. Were it not for his ear-to-ear grin, his philanthropic 
pockets and his heartfelt connection to Theatre Memphis, we would not 
be who we are today. 

Gene’s most visible contribution may be the generous seed he planted to raise the millions of dollars 
needed to create a renovated and expanded TM facility during the pandemic. Honoring him and his 
wife, Sandra, with a bronze plaque in the new main lobby seems not enough. 

His less acknowledged impact could be his unwavering support of Theatre Memphis’ staff and 
volunteers. His wide-eyed amazement that a volunteer community could be so professional never 
dumb-founded him, but it was always a starting point for his promoting “the best community theatre 
in America”. Even though  Gene  avoided it, he deserves the brightest spotlight and a continued 
standing ovation. 

Once again, we are so proud of our Theatre Memphis talented family of designers, directors and 
actors who were recognized for their outstanding work at the 2025 Memphis Ostrander Theatre 
Awards in August. We are most grateful that the Ostranders’ recognized Theatre Memphis with 22 
out of 32 awards including Best Musical – Disney’s Beauty and the Beast garnering 7 awards, 
Best Play – Silent Sky and Best Ensemble – Ain’t Misbehavin’. All of our amazing TM production 
designers under the leadership of Production Manager Michael Compton were awarded Best of 
Show in their categories which included Jack Netzel-Yates, resident scenic and prop designer; Amie 
Eoff, resident costume designer and Ashley Selberg, costume shop supervisor; Nicole Northington, 
resident lighting designer and Emily Luce, resident sound designer. So many of our amazing directors, 
choreographers, musical directors and actors also won for their incredible work on our stages. 

While grateful for the recognition, our continued goal is to produce each show with the highest 
production and performance values that we possibly can and never take anything for granted so that 
our audiences will continue to come and enjoy wonderful theatre for and by our Memphis community. 
CONGRATULATIONS AND THANK YOU to everyone who was nominated and received awards! 
We are so fortunate to have such incredible talent on and off our stages throughout Memphis and 
Shelby County.

Our 48th annual production of A Christmas Carol will run from December 5 – 23, 2025. We are 
absolutely delighted that we can produce this Memphis holiday favorite and tradition live and in 
person on our Lohrey Stage. Tickets go on sale on October 14, 2025.

Enjoy this wonderful performance by this amazingly talented directing, design team and cast!! 

And again, please accept my continued heartfelt thanks to YOU, our treasured audiences!
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From the Executive Producer…

Debbie

Theatre Memphis
Presents
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654th Production 105th Year

Season Presenting Sponsor: First Horizon Foundation/ArtsFirst
Season Sponsor: Jeniam Foundation

Show Sponsors: James R. Humphreys with additional support by 
Kim & Mabry Ford and the Klyce Family in memory of 
Ken Zimmerman and in honor of Jenny Odle Madden

Media Sponsors: WKNO 91.1 FM and Memphis Flyer

Production Manager/Technical Director
Michael Compton

Hair, Makeup & Wig Design
Blake Galtelli-Meek

Sound Design
Emily Luce

Stage Manager
Chelsea Robinson

Scenic & Properties Design
Jack Netzel-Yates

Costume Design
Amie Eoff

Lighting Design 
Nicole Northington

Theatre Memphis
Presents

By John Bishop
Original Music by Geoff Trowbridge

Directed by Jenny Odle Madden

ANY VIDEO AND/OR AUDIO RECORDING OF THIS 
PRODUCTION IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED.

Wheelchair accessible restrooms are located off the north and south lobbies. 
Hearing reinforced headsets are available at the Box Office. 
Please ask the House Manager or an Usher for assistance.

The rights and agreement are entered into by and between 
Broadway Licensing, LLC servicing the Dramatists Play Service collection.

Please be advised that this production contains flashing light effects.
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Cast of Characters

Elsa Von Grossenknueten...................................................Kim Justis Eikner
Nikki Crandall................................................................ Lena Wallace Black
Eddie McCuen........................................................................... Robert Soren
Helsa Wenzel................................................................................. Amy Rush
Michelle Kelly............................................................Hiawaratha L. Jackson
Ken de la Maize...........................................................................Brian Helm
Patrick O’Reilly.....................................................................Burton Bridges
Marjorie Baverstock.............................................................Robbie Comans
Roger Hopewell......................................................................John McFerrin
Bernice Roth...............................................................................Kell Christie

Swings
Lily Anderson, Justin E. Henderson

Setting

PLACE
Chappaqua, New York

TIME
December, 1940

There will be one 15-minute Intermission

From the moment I read The Musical Comedy Murders of 1940, I knew I wanted to 
stage it as a love letter to the theatre — in all its chaos, glamour, and absurdity. This show 
is many things: a murder mystery, a backstage comedy, a farce. But what drew me to it was 
how completely it embraces the idea that everyone, in one way or another, is performing.
In shaping this production, I was inspired by the physical comedy and stylized mayhem 
of Young Frankenstein, the faded theatrical ego of Sunset Boulevard, and the colorful, 
clue-by-clue unraveling of Clue: The Musical. I wanted to create a world that feels just a 
little too dramatic, a little too glamorous, and a lot too ridiculous — where lightning flashes 
on cue, revolving bookshelves hide secrets, and every character believes the spotlight still 
belongs to them. Working with this cast and creative team has been a true joy. They dove 
headfirst into the timing, the slapstick, the high-stakes silliness — and brought heart, 
discipline, and a sense of play that makes the chaos sing. I hope that you, like us, get swept 
up in the energy, the mystery, and the theatrical absurdity of it all.

A Note from the Director

Jenny Odle Madden
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Lily Anderson

Robbie Comans

Hiawaratha L. Jackson

Robert Soren

Lena Wallace Black

Kim Justis Eikner

John McFerrin

Burton Bridges

Kell Christie

Brian Helm

Amy Rush

Jenny Odle Madden
Director
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Who’s Who
Lily Anderson (Swing) graduated from The University of Memphis with a BFA in 
Performance Theatre. She spent her senior year exploring many different roles, such as 
Partier/Showgirl (Twelfth Night, Or What You Will), Miss Casewell (The Mousetrap), 
and the Red Head (The Love Talker). She is super excited to be part of this production 
and would like to thank her family and friends for all their support, as well as director 
Jenny Madden for giving her this opportunity.  

Alice Rainey Berry (Combat Coordinator), co-founder and Artistic Advisor of  Voices 
of the South, is a graduate from The University of Memphis Department of Theatre & 
Dance with a BFA in Theatre Performance and an MFA in Directing. Alice completed 
her combat certification in 2023. After 30 plus years collaborating with Jenny on artistic 
endeavors, touring in beautiful places, and performing together in Edinburgh and across 
the US including New York, Alice is excited to be working with her as Combat Coordinator 
on this wonderful show. Some of her favorite directing projects include It’s All Greek to 
Me, Old Forest Fairy Tales, The Arabian Nights, Fences, Aesop’s Survival Guide, 
and River City. 

Lena Wallace Black (Nikki Crandall) loves musicals, comedies, murders, and the 1940s, 
so holy mackerel, she’s dizzy to be in cahoots with this killer diller group of dolls and 
dreamboats! Some other comedic and/or period pieces you may have seen her in are The 
Mousetrap, Blithe Spirit, Arsenic and Old Lace, The Secret Garden, Little Women, 
The 39 Steps, Hay Fever, and Harvey, all at Theatre Memphis.

Burton Bridges (Patrick O’Reilly) is thrilled to return to TM since last appearing in Arsenic 
and Old Lace. He has performed on numerous stages throughout Memphis including 
Playhouse on the Square, Circuit Playhouse, Theatre Memphis, and TheatreWorks. Burton 
serves on the board of Friends of George’s Theatre Company as a writer and resident player 
with recent roles as Dragatha Christie in Death Drop at Hotel Le’George and BeBe in 
Dragged Thru Time: Goldie & BeBe’s Extravagant Adventure. 

Kell Christie (Bernice Roth) is an area director, actor, and the Fine Arts Program Chair 
at Houston High School. Productions that she has directed at TM include Master Class, 
Our Town, Amadeus, and Fiddler on the Roof. Favorite roles played include Petra (A 
Little Night Music), Emilia (Othello), and Grandma Addams (The Addams Family).

Robbie Comans (Marjorie Baverstock) is thrilled to be returning to the Theatre Memphis 
stage! Recent productions include Little Shop of Horrors at Harrell Theatre, and The 
Smell of the Kill and Cabaret at GCT. Robbie plays an elementary-school speech 
language pathologist in real life. Thank you to all her friends and family for their support!

Kim Justis Eikner (Elsa Von Grossenknueten) is felicitously exhilarated to be trapped in 
a snow-bound mansion with this gaggle of talented goofballs under the direction of Baron 
Von JennyOdleMadden. The theatre is in her blood! The Ostrander Award-winner has 
appeared on most of the stages in town over many years and looks forward to continuing to 
do so. She recognizes that none of this would be possible without her spectacularly patient 
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Who’s Who
and kindhearted husband, the brilliant Flip Eikner.

Brian Helm (Ken de la Maize) is pleased to join the Theatre Memphis production of 
The Musical Comedy Murders of 1940. He was last seen at Theatre Memphis as the 
Stagehand to his wife Susan Brindley’s Maria Callas in Master Class. Other roles at 
Theatre Memphis include Mr. Kirby in You Can’t Take It with You, Monsieur Dindon 
in La Cage aux Folles, Dr. Gibbs in Our Town, and John Dickinson in 1776. Brian is 
represented by Colors Talent Agency.

Justin E. Henderson (Swing) is making his Lohrey Theatre debut! If you saw him tonight, 
wonderful. If you didn’t, even better. He may have been in the scene… or in the shadows… 
or both… or neither. Either way, he thanks everyone who pretends they noticed.

Hiawaratha L. Jackson (Michelle Kelly) is so pleased and honored to be working with 
the people at Theatre Memphis again! Born and raised in Chicago, Illinois, Hiawaratha 
moved to Memphis about 15 years ago. She has been nominated for many Ostrander 
Awards and has previously won Best Supporting Actress in a Play. She is so excited to be 
in this production with so many talented people on stage and off. She would like to thank 
Jenny, Mrs. Debbie, and the cast and crew for dealing with her crazy backstage! She would 
like to thank her family and friends for supporting her and coming to all of the productions 
that she is blessed to be a part of. And, a special thank you to the audience for coming out. 
“Good day to you!! I hope you enjoyed yourself while being here. I can’t wait to meet you 
after the show. Talk to you soon!”  

Sherronda Whitmore Johnson (Intimacy Choreographer)  helps actors touch, 
embrace, and kiss with care. Her credits include  Hamlet, Something Rotten!, Ain’t 
Misbehavin’, Beauty and the Beast, A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Beautiful: The 
Carole King Musical, and A Raisin In The Sun  (Theatre Memphis);  Lion King Jr., 
The Color Purple (Hattiloo Theatre); and Skeleton Crew (Circuit Playhouse). Gratitude 
to Theatre Memphis for supporting intimacy work, Jenny, the incredible cast, crew, and 
creative team — “and to YOU for joining us on this hilarious whodunit!”

Jenny Odle Madden (Director) began her professional career in 1995 as an intern, then 
became a company member, and later served as Director of Development at Playhouse 
on the Square. During her tenure, she earned recognition both as a performer and as an 
administrator before departing in 1998. She then joined St. Mary’s Episcopal School as 
Director of Plays, where she directed more than 80 productions over the course of two 
decades. In 2022, she transitioned to become the school’s Director of Auxiliary Programs. 
A nine-time Memphis Theatre Award–winning actress, Jenny has also been widely 
recognized for her contributions to the arts and the community, particularly for her work 
with Voices of the South, a theatre company she co-founded  in 1995. She was honored 
by the Memphis Business Journal as one of its “Top 40 Under 40,” named one of the “50 
Women Who Make a Difference” by Memphis Women’s Magazine, and was recognized for 
her Initiative by Women of Achievement. She thanks Debbie for asking her to direct and 
looks forward to many more opportunities.
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Who’s Who
John McFerrin (Roger Hopewell) was last seen on stage in Barefoot in the Park 
(Velasco) at GCT. Past roles at TM include To Kill a Mockingbird (Walter Cunningham), 
Bye Bye Birdie (Maude/Ensemble), Bus Stop (Carl), Annie Get Your Gun (Foster 
Wilson/Pawnee Bill), and Picasso at the Lapin Agile (Schmendiman; Ostrander Award). 
“Much love to David, and my biggest fan above, Flossie!”

Chelsea Robinson (Stage Manager) Recent credits include Tragedy Sound (Swing) 
at POTS, A Particle of Dread (Oedipus Variations) (Jocasta/ Jocelyn) at New Moon 
Theatre, and Disney’s Beauty and the Beast (Stage Manager) at Theatre Memphis. 
You can see her next as Marley’s Ghost/Mrs. Cratchit in A Christmas Carol. She would 
like to thank Jenny Madden, the cast and crew, the Theatre Memphis staff, and all of the 
volunteers who made this production possible. “Enjoy the show!”

Amy Rush (Helsa Wenzel) earned an M.A. in Puppet Arts at Univ. of Conn., was a resident 
puppeteer at the Center for Puppetry Arts in Atlanta, performed in many projects and 
improv groups while living in NYC and Prague. Notable local credits: TM: The Play 
That Goes Wrong (Ostrander: Supporting Actress), Rumors (Ostrander: Featured), A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream; Circuit: POTUS; New Moon: Shockheaded Peter, Art, 
Small Mouth Sounds.

Robert Soren  (Eddie  McCuen) makes his theatrical debut on the Theatre Memphis 
stage! After a hiatus from acting, he returned to the 901 theatre scene with roles in The 
25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee (Leaf Coneybear) and Legally Blonde 
(Ensemble) at GCT. Branching out to a new stage, he is thankful for this opportunity, acting 
alongside such highly methodical and talented actors, which includes theatre teacher and 
sub-theatre mom: Kell Christie. On with the “Lo! Who hath done this?” as Shakespeare 
might have said.

A very special thank you to Jerre Dye, Flip Eikner, Louise Levin, 
Nathan McHenry, and David Newsome.

“White House Merry-Go-Round” and “Everyone Can Do It Better” are original music 
composed by Geoff Trowbridge.

Theatre Memphis has received special funding from the TN Nonprofit Arts & Culture Recovery Fund. Several 
of our projects are being supported, in whole or in part, by federal award number SLFRP5534 awarded to the 

State of Tennessee by the U.S. Department of the Treasury.
 

Theatre Memphis is grateful for this outstanding aforementioned grant 
administered by the Tennessee Arts Commission.
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NOVEMBER 21 - 23
featuring   

THE MEMPHIS SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA  

AND MEMPHIS JAZZ WORKSHOP

AT THE CANNON CENTER FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS

PRESENTED BY                                     |       THE ARTHUR F. AND ALICE E. ADAMS CHARITABLE FOUNDATION 

PURCHASE YOUR TICKETS TODAY!  TICKETMASTER.COM OR NEWBALLET.ORG
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The Musical Comedy Murders of 1940  Crew

Stage Manager
Chelsea Robinson

Assistant Stage Manager
Kennedy Jefferson

Combat Coordinator
Alice Rainey Berry

Intimacy Choreographer
Sherronda Whitmore Johnson

Stage Crew
Teresa Brown

Sound Board Operator / 
Microphone Wrangler
Abigail Brown

Substitute Crew
Ben Marshall

Scenic Department Intern
Lily May Clippinger

Set & Properties Construction
Lily May Clippinger, 
Michael Compton, 
David Horne, Maggie Jackson, 
Mark Kimberling, Doug Laurie, 
Emily Luce, Geri Meltzer, 
Jack Netzel-Yates, 
Nicole Northington, 
Chelsea Robinson

Costume Construction
Cathy Bascom, 
Connie Douglass,
 Zoe Drumwright, Amie Eoff, 
Julia Horne, Pam Johnson, 
Pam Key, Kathie Kovarik, 
Gracen Rawlinson, 
Chelsea Robinson, 
Sunny Ross, Ashley Selberg, 
Elizabeth Velazquez, 
Louisa Wood

Lighting Crew
Melissa Andrews, 
Abigail Brown, Teresa Brown, 
Chip Harris, John Dewey 
Hudson, Candace Rubin, 
Lora Thomas

Auditions
David L. Allen (Emeritus), 
James Boyd, Jauna Ellis, 
Christina Hendricks, 
Maryann Hendricks, 
Joe Leibovich, Meghan Lewis, 
Amy Mulroy, Billy Pullen, 
Taylor Ragan, Tamiko Rhodes, 
Cathy Richardson (Emerita), 
Amy Rush, Mariah Venzant
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Exquisite
INSIDE       OUT!&

3535 Kirby Parkway | Memphis
www.kirbypines.com

901.369.7340

Scan to hear why residents
LOVE Kirby Pines.

Voted the #1
Retirement Community

in the Memphis Area

for 18
Consecutive years!
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COME HERE
OFTEN?

OUR 
MENU

CHANGES
SEASONALLY

Next time enjoy 
Magnolia & May 

before the show!

We’re a small family owned
restaurant that loves Theatre

Memphis as much as you!

901-676-8100718 Mt. Moriah Rd VISIT US SOON!

Okonomiaki

Thank you for
 being a friend

Acknowledgments

Honorariums

Deborah Sharp from Ophelia Lee
Bill Short from William Short

Memorials

Dorothy Blackwood from Kara Keen
Margaret Burnett from Jason Wolfkill

Jerry Chipman from Murray and Karen Riss 
Gene B. Cochran from Jim and Linda Brigance, Kitty Cannon, Wendy Carpenter, 

Randall Hartzog and Todd Stricklin, Joe Lackie and Gary Beard, Dr. Mel and Debbie 
Litch, Mimi Gay Morgret, Seldon and Carolyn Murray, Steve and Melanie Nelson, 

Edward Sharp, Brandon Sheley, Dr. Martin Weiss
John Rone from Murray and Karen Riss 

Ann Sharp from Murray and Karen Riss, Edward Sharp
Claire Thompson from Walter M. Thompson II
Eric Thompson from Walter M. Thompson II

Robert Tipton, Jr. from Deborah Dunklin Tipton
Bennett Wood from Murray and Karen Riss
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We have the finest
selection of wine
and spirits in the

MidSouth.

4734 Spottswood / 901.761.1662

Conveniently located
close to Theatre Memphis.

Venice-Kitchen.com
368 Perkins Ext.
(901)767-6872

Proud Partners with Theatre Memphis

Theatre Memphis thanks
you for being one of our
Member Card sponsors.
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Bring in your ticket on the date
of or the date following the

performance for a dozen half
priced oysters with the
purchase of an entree.

901-363-5988

901-363-5988

901-363-5988

Meet the Family. 
Feel the Energy.
There’s a village in the heart of

Germantown where team members 

become trusted friends, and 

neighbors become family. Where 

minds stay curious, learning never 

stops, and fun comes easily. 

This is retirement at The Village 

at Germantown.

7820 Walking Horse Cir | Germantown, TN 38138 | village-germantown.com

Scan QR code or 
call 901-560-6089
to schedule your visit 
and learn more.
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Memphis’ choice  community

For your personal tour, call (901) 515.2800. 

Founded in 1976, Trezevant Retirement Commnuity is where residents 
can enjoy custom apartments and garden homes, varied lifestyle 

programming and classes and luxury services, amenities and dining. 
Trezevant is also a LifeCare community that offers access to a 

comprehensive continuum of care—all on a single campus. 

INDEPENDENT LIVING ALLEN MORGAN HEALTH & REHABASSISTED LIVING

Monthly Fees starting at $2,650   
Assisted Living monthly fees starting at $5,800 

LifeCare contracts starting at $210,000

for
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Theatre Memphis Artistic Staff
Becky Caspersen (Director of Outreach, Education, Production Stage Management & Volunteer Engagement), 
a native of St. Louis, was transplanted in Memphis circa 2012 and has never looked back. After 27 years as a free-
lance lighting designer and stage manager and 5 years as Production Manager for Opera Memphis, she remains a 
3-time complete failure at retirement. However, she found a soft landing at TM in April 2022 and has loved her time 
at TM immensely. She is the wife of one amazing jazz bassist/music director (Carl), mother of three fierce (and artsy) 
women warriors (Gigi, Anneka, and Via), and the caretaker of as many Great Pyrenees as her house can handle. 
Becky is thankful to Theatre Memphis for providing her with a wonderful theatrical “work family” and a safe place 
to hide her chocolate.

Michael Compton (Production Manager / Technical Director) This is Mr. Compton’s 22nd season as Production 
Manager for TM. He earned his BS in Technical Theatre from Illinois State University and was previously the 
Technical Director for the Players Theatre in Sarasota, FL. Ostrander Awards include lighting design for Thoroughly 
Modern Millie, the Behind the Scenes Award for the 2006-2007 season, and the 2021 Janie McCrary Putting It 
Together Award.

Amie Eoff (Resident Costume Director) is celebrating her 12th year at TM. From 2012-2014, she served as the 
Costume Shop Supervisor at Rhodes College, and in 2012, she completed her fourth season as the Resident Costume 
Designer for Circuit Playhouse. During her career, Amie has been nominated for several Ostrander Awards for Best 
Costumes and has won for Present Laughter; Bloody, Bloody, Andrew Jackson; The Producers; 1776; Shrek 
The Musical; Side Show; Cats the Musical; Ragtime; Macbeth; Guys and Dolls; Silent Sky; Cinderella; 
and Beautiful: The Carole King Musical. She holds an MFA in Costume Design from the University of Southern 
Mississippi. She has also worked on cruise ships with Jean Ann Ryan Productions and has designed for the Hangar 
Theatre in New York.

Maggie Jackson (Assistant Technical Director) is thrilled to continue her love and passion with the Theatre Memphis 
family. She would like to thank the TM staff, directors, and the cast and crew for the opportunity to be part of such 
amazing productions and seasons. Lastly, she would like to thank her family and friends for all their love and support.

Emily Luce (Resident Sound Designer) is proud to continue her work with Theatre Memphis for the 2025-2026 
season. A graduate of The University of Memphis with a BM in Recording Technology and Music Business, Emily 
brings a passion for audio and live performance to each production. Since joining  the team, she has contributed 
to a range of productions, including Disney’s Beauty and the Beast and Ain’t Misbehavin’, blending technical 
expertise with creative design. 

Jack Netzel-Yates (Resident Scenic Designer / Properties Master) received his BFA in Theatrical Design and 
Production from Oklahoma City University in 2010. Now entering his 13th season with TM, he has previously 
worked for venues such as The Kalamazoo Civic Theatre, Light Opera Oklahoma, Oklahoma Shakespeare in the 
Park, City Rep., Ballet Memphis, and Tennessee Shakespeare Company. Jack has designed over 70 productions for 
TM, received 74 Ostrander Award nominations, and won Best Scenic Design for his work on The Heiress (2014), 
The Producers (2015), Disney’s Beauty and the Beast (2016), Hairspray (2018), Cats the Musical (2019), 
The Secret Garden (2021), Urinetown the Musical (2021), The Play That Goes Wrong (2023), Disney’s 
Mary Poppins (2023), and Cinderella (2024) among others. In 2021, Jack received the American Association of 
Community Theatre Award for Scenic Design of the Decade for The Drowsy Chaperone. He would like to thank his 
friends and family for all of their continued love and support, especially his hunky husband, Terry.

Nicole Northington (Resident Lighting Designer) is excited to return for her fourth season at Theatre Memphis. She 
began her theatre journey in high school and earned a BA in Dramatic Arts from Trevecca Nazarene University in 2019. 
After graduating, she moved to Memphis and has spent the last six years loving the city and all of the opportunities 
it holds. Her favorite designs include Torch Song, Silent Sky, Sister Act, The Crucible, and Beautiful: The 
Carole King Musical. Each show is dedicated to her late father, LJ Northington, whose support made this journey 
possible.

Chelsea Robinson (Operations Assistant) has been part of the Theatre Memphis family since 2008 where she has 
been stage managing, working backstage, volunteering, and performing for many years and was a member of the 
ShoWagon acting troupe during the 2012-2013 season. She received her BFA in Design and Technical Production 
from The University of Memphis and received the Larry Riley Rising Star Award at the 2015 Ostrander Theatre 
Awards in Memphis. Chelsea is so excited to work with the incredible staff at Theatre Memphis and all of the 
amazing casts, crews, stage managers, and volunteers for the upcoming seasons. 

Karon Samuels (Read to Relate) currently serves as Program Director for The Cooler and Outreach and Education 
Associate with Theatre Memphis. A proud graduate of Howard University’s Fine Arts program, Karon has spent much 
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ACTIVE PAST PRESIDENTS
Bert Barnett 
Jim Brigance 

Dan Conaway 
Dabney Coors 

James A. Frommel 
Randall Hartzog 
Jerry Marshall 
Seldon Murray 

Sarah Norton 
Scott Pioreck

PRESIDENT................................................. Joe Lackie
VICE-PRESIDENT/SECRETARY............... Janice Hall
VICE-PRESIDENT................... Jared Thomas Johnson
VICE-PRESIDENT................................. Mark Luttrell
TREASURER......................................... Bryan W. Ford
IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT........... Jim Brigance
PAST PRESIDENT ADVISOR..............Dabney Coors

PAST PRESIDENT ADVISOR.............. Jerry Marshall
PAST PRESIDENT ADVISOR...............Sarah Norton
PAST PRESIDENT ADVISOR.............Seldon Murray
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE EMERITUS.....Kitty Cannon
PAST PRESIDENT 
EMERITUS/TM ANGEL................ Gene B. Cochran*

THEATRE MEMPHIS EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Toney Armstrong 
Dr. Anita Arnold 

Sally Baker 
Rick Bartl 

Veronica Batterson 
Pat Beech 

Jared Braddy-Haney 
Katie Cole 

Karun Gadiparthi 
Betha Gill 

Pamela Hauber 
Dr. Shawn Hayden 

Karen Johnston 
Jude Knight 

Susan Labovitz 
Amy Lindeman

Meghan Lewis 
Lynn McDonald 

Kim Mullins 
Richard Myers 

Dr. Keith Norman 
Elizabeth Perkins 

Jim Renfrow 
Mark Ruleman 

Jaclyn Suffel 
Deborah Dunklin Tipton 
Rev. Dr. Niambi Webster 

Kortland Whalum
Josh Whitehead 

Theatre Memphis Artistic Staff
of her career elevating and celebrating black storytelling and marginalized voices, working with local art nonprofits 
that support her personal mission of art accessibility and equity. She is also an artist in her own right, gracing stages 
in musicals, plays, spoken word sets, and operas in Memphis and the DMV area. She hopes to see the creatives in our 
city leave a lasting, socially impactful influence in modern media, both onstage and behind the scenes.

Ashley Selberg (Costume Shop Manager) was born and raised outside of Memphis, TN. She attended O’More 
College of Design and received a BFA in Fashion Design. While in college, she interned at Nashville Repertory 
Theatre and fell in love with costuming. After graduating, she became a costume technician for Ballet Memphis under 
head designer Bruce Bui. Since then, she has worked for other theatres and film production companies on shows 
like Bluff City Law and Women of the Movement. In 2022, she won the Ostrander Award for Best Costumes and 
Best Wigs and Makeup for The Secret Garden at Theatre Memphis. She also competes in Cosplay, winning Best 
in Show at MTAC in 2018 and Best Group at MTAC in 2022. “Costuming is my passion; there is just something 
magical about helping an actor, dancer, or everyday person feel special by creating the perfect costume that brings 
everything together.”

Julia Truelove (Assistant Production Stage Manager), originally from Northeast Georgia, grew up as a performer 
before discovering her love for spreadsheets and spike tape in high school. She has since professionally stage managed 
theatre and dance productions for over a decade and is honored to be a part of the Theatre Memphis team. Recent 
Theatre Memphis credits include Disney’s Beauty and the Beast (Deck Manager), Grease (Deck Manager), and 
Cinderella (Stage Manager).

Abi Wiggins (Outreach Programs & Festivals) Having always been dramatic, Abi surprised no one when she chose 
to study theatre, first at Northwest Community College and then Mississippi University for Women. She worked 
summers at Carey Dinner Theatre, was a carpentry intern at Playhouse on the Square, and recently produced a 
feature film. Some of her favorite credits include backstage crew for Priscilla: Queen of the Desert (Playhouse 
on the Square), Juliet in Romeo and Juliet (NWCC), Assistant Director for Wakers: An Audio Drama (Bedrock 
Productions), and Executive Producer for Twenties (Clandestine Pictures).

*Deceased
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Theatre Memphis Front of House Staff

House Managers
Claudia Bacigalupo, Tamika Burris, 
Natalie Chamblin, Daniel Myers-Ray

Bartenders
Tamika Burris, Natalie Chamblin, 
Jennifer Gresham, Marc Holder, 
Nicole Northington, Jennifer Steinmetz, 
Atam Woodruff

Security
Nicholas Anderson, Jabria Chanel, 
Brandon R. Dickerson, Kinon Keplinger, 
Chelsea Robinson, Tobby Watson

Ushers
Latonya Alexander, Mary Beth Allen, 
Marcelo Andino, Anita Angelacci, 
Martha Angelo, Sue Binnie, 
Adam Blumenthal, Marlinda Bolton, 
Diane Bridgeforth, Shirley Burl, 
Brenda Burnside, Janelle Campbell, 
Patty Carreras, Anjana Challa, 
Lee Clarke, Hope Clippinger, 
Frances Coard, Judy Coburn, 
Rhonda Collins, Dee Lisa Cothran, 
Anna Crutcher, Jane Curtis, Russell Day, 
Sharon Day, Aubrey Duesterhaus, 
Jeanne Ellett, David Fabian, 
Frances Fabian, Jon Fabian, 
Alicia Farage, Don Farage, Beth Ferreira, 
Linda Forbess, Jessica Greer, 
Josslyn Greer, Heather Griffin, 
Koih Griffin, Mary Kirksey Griffin, 
Nicholas Harper, Daniel Harris, 
Kimberly Haynes, Maryann Hendricks, 

Robert Henegar, Sherry Hinton, 
Dawnell Hindelang, Sereniti Hodge, 
Jessica Horner-Walker, Donna Hulbert, 
Hiawaratha Jackson, Chiquita Jefferson, 
Kennedy Jefferson, Kristie Jeffrey, 
Madalynn Jeffrey, Sierra Jeffrey, 
Stacy Jeffries, Andre Johnson III, 
Henrietta Jones, Jerry Jones, 
Rhylea Jones, Alisa Karney, Erin Kenner, 
Neha Kodali, Lauren Larson, J-Lavender, 
Barbara Layman, Olivia Le, 
Lamiriya Lee, Sheryl Lemons, 
Kathy Lewis, Kathy Lovett, 
Ann Lowery, Lisa Matlock, 
Teresa McCall, Lisa McFarland, 
Tracey Mckinzie, Lynette Miller, 
Courtney Murray, Velma Nelson, 
Jimmy Nguyen, David Oneill, 
Alisa Oriaku, Cloe Oxby, Barbara Rea, 
Tamika Rhodes, Debbie Rike, 
Maria Robinson, Marissa Robinson, 
Amy Rush, Kira Sadowsky, 
Lily Sadowsky, Victor Sadowsky, 
Adam Sanders, Martha Sanders, 
Bill Schamroth, Marlena Shorter, 
Devon Sprigs, Lora Thomas, 
Shirley Toler, Kathy Tosh, Joshua Trotter, 
Bich Vo, Linda Weiss, Caren Whitaker, 
Gordon Whitaker, Kelli Wiatr, 
Ann Wieties, Arthur Wistock, 
Julie Wistock, Alice Zalon, Bryne Zuege
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Season Presenting Sponsor for the 2025-26 Season

Technology
Assistance
Since 1991

We make Technology 
 Accessible!

Serving Theatre Memphis for 
over 28 Years.

(662) 404-6177

COMPUTER
HARDWARE
SERVICES

Art lifts our spirits and expands our horizons. Because art plays a 
vital role in a healthy community, expressing the diversity within 

our common humanity, the First Horizon Foundation is a long-time 
supporter. As one of our signature investments, ArtsFirst is a program 

to promote excellence and enrichment in the arts in Memphis. This new 
approach allows us to partner with ArtsMemphis in the grant-making 
area while ensuring a continued significant impact in the community.

THANK YOU FIRST HORIZON FOUNDATION/ARTSFIRST FOR
TRUSTING THEATRE MEMPHIS AND RECOGNIZING THE IMPORTANT 

ROLE THEATRE MEMPHIS PLAYS IN THE COMMUNITY

ArtsFirst
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Theatre Memphis Applauds Our Contributing Members
Theatre Memphis gratefully acknowledges the generosity of the individuals, corporations, 

and foundations that have invested in our theatre. You are the reason we have enjoyed a rich 105-
year history as one of the most acclaimed community theatres in the nation, and we are most grateful  
for you. 

Ticket sales do not cover the full costs of our productions and programs. Your contributions through 
Production Sponsorships, Center Stage Society, Line Producers, and Contributing Subscribers make it possible to 
present productions of the highest quality. Annual contributions and support will ensure our future. 

Please accept our sincerest appreciation for your outstanding support. If we have made an 
error or if we have not listed your name or company as you wish it to appear, please call Kaitlin at  
901-682-8601. 

Life Members
Gene & Sandra Cochran
Janie McCrary

Producers
Dr. Anita Arnold
Bert & Carol Barnett
Rick Bartl
Brett & Veronica Batterson
Gary Beard & Joe Lackie
Jim & Linda Brigance
Gay Daughdrill Boyd
Kitty Cannon
Katie & Keith Cole
Foy Coolidge
Charles & Donna Davidson
Bryan & Tracey Ford
Kim & Mabry Ford
Dr. Tom Fortner
Karun & Annie Gadiparthi
Martha & Jerrold Graber
John & Janice Hall
Jim Hartley & Don Bancroft
Pamela Hauber & Steve West
Shawn Hayden & Connor Parris
James R. Humphreys
Jared Thomas Johnson
Rose Johnston
Dorothy O. Kirsch
Jude Knight
Bobby Krauch in loving memory 
of JJ Krauch
Ronald Kwoka
Barbara Lapides
Louise Levin
Amy Lindeman
Dr. Mel & Debbie Litch

Julia Manning
Jerry & Elizabeth Marshall
Ron Martin & Curtis Jones
Missy & Steve McClendon
Lynn McDonald
Rona Mogil & Douglas Green
Seldon & Carolyn Murray
Richard Myers & Priya 
Tummalapalli
Dennis & Sarah Norton
Jim & Betsy Pentecost
Barbara & Allie Prescott
Dr. Thomas W. Ratliff
Bill Short
Beth & Gary Simpson
Shannon Sparks
Todd Stricklin & Randall Hartzog
Asan G. Tejwani
Keith & Gina Thweatt
Deborah Dunklin Tipton
Melissa Walker & Kinon 
Keplinger
Josh Whitehead
Camilla Wilson

Stars
David L. Allen
Dr. Phillip & Mrs. Carol Aronoff
Dot & Stanley Bilsky
Andy Burkeen
Sara & Matthew Clark
Jeff & Anne Coole
Dr. & Mrs. David Deneka
Michael & Tricia DeShazo
Linda Erickson & Jim Birdsong
Allen & Renee Flanick
Barry & Lihan Frager

Frager Law Firm PC
Howard Glatstein
David Holt
Anita Howald
Grace E. & Frank B. Howell
Joyce Howell
Jerry Huff
William & Barbara Johns
Diana Jones
Trina L. Jones
Susan Labovitz
Robert & Lola Llewellyn
Robert & Nancy McBride
James & Veronica McCraw
Scott & Carol Mednikow
Rodgers Menzies
Brett & Margaret Millikin
Cynthia Nash & Angela Cabrera
Joshua & Elizabeth Perkins
Jeff & Robin Pohlman
Missy Reeder
Karen Riley & Jenny Lionberger
Gus & Cathy Schroeder
Cindy Scott
Edward Sharp
Pat & Kim Siano
Liz & Rouben Simonian
Ron & Linda Sklar
Amanda Smith 
John Steger
Charles & Mary Stewart
David & Tracey Wages
Elizabeth & Russell Williamson

Leading Players
Pat Alexander
Bill & Susan Andrews
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Karen Arnold
Dakota Averett
Alison & David Barczak
Clifford & Olive Bird
Tim & Gail Bishop
Jay & Kelly Bobo
Jerry & Joan Borden
Raina Burditt
James Campbell
Teresa & Dennis Champion
The Change For Good Theatre 
Society
Carroll Clark 
Valerie & Vanya Clements
Missy Clifton
Heather Colturi
Jim & Pat Corbitt
Mathilde Crosby
A. J. Daneman
Eden Spa
Mark & Susi Edwards
Corey Eymard
Susan Ferkin
James & Sonya Fleck
Angela Fox
Krista Francavilla
Peter Frontiero
Ray & Betha Gill
Carol Greenwald
John & Judy Griesbeck
Pamela Guasco
Mary Beth Gunter
David & Pamela Hallin
Hanks/Townsend Family
Diane Harvey
William Henry, Jr.
Kevin Hinton 
Patricia Jameson
Thomas & Elisa Jerdon
Karen & Kirk Johnston
The Robert Jones Family
Andrew Jordan
Shauna & William Key
Kennison Kyle
James & Susan Lattimore
Jennifer Lawrenz
Terry Lesley
Darlene Loprete
Jenny Madden
Nouth Magdovitz

Gary Makowsky
Joy Maness
Steven & Mary Jane Matthies
David & Gail Mattox
Jeff & Andrea McLeod
Gayle Moore
Dana & Davis Moser
Ray & Linzie Mullins
Nayla & George Nassar
Steve & Amy Newsom
Ann L. Powell
Marvin Priola
Sheppie T. Quinn
Heather Ray
Rick & Cindy Reed
Jim Renfrow & Brantley Ellzey
Mark Rosas
Randa Rosenblum
Dr. C. Allan Ruleman, Jr.
Gena Salvaggio
Philip Schaefgen
William & Courtney Segal
Anne Seiler
Linn Sitler
Adrienne Sloan
Susan Sprayberry
Derek & Brooke Starnes
Claudia & Brent Stenberg
Tammy Sullivan
Tim C. Tatum
Asan G. Tejwani
Keith & Pamela Therrell
Barry & Jennifer Vescovo
Bobby & Nancy Walton
Elizabeth Ward
Ellen I. Watson
Ben Westerman & Amanda Cook
Leigh White
Cindy Williams
David & Catherine Willmott

Supporting Players
Kevin & Shelley Bennett
Pat Bogan
Bob & Beverly Buchalter
Caroline & Greg Carrico
Anna Cassidy
Carissa Child & John Young
Nora & Dan Conaway
Steve Crawford

Luci Cromer
Amy Dietrich
JJ & Dick Doughtie
Marilyn & Mike Ellicott
Lucy Forrester
Cecil Fox
Gammill Family
Grace Gillenwater
Fred & Joyce Graflund
Brett Gutierrez
Alvin Harris
Steve & Charlotte Icardi
Natalie & Jimmy Jalenak
Katherine Johnson
Ronni Kirsch
Dennis & Ruth Kopcial
Wis Laughlin & Cyndee Gratz
Gail Lewis
May Lynn Mansbach
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin McCurdy
Mike McDonald
Brendan McKessy
Lynn Menendez 
Jeanie Mercer
Amy Moore
Jessica Morgan
Susan Mutin
Linda & Ellis Neufeld
Victor Nordlund
Jeffrey Posson
Jim & Victoria Oppenhuizen 
Johnson
Carl Panetta
Bob & Judy Reed
Rhonda Reilly
Judith Royal
Pamela & Keith Scarbrough
Dr. Robert & Linda Serino
Steve & Wanda Simmons
Neil Stringer
Susan & Brian Sullivan
Wayne Tiner
Stuart Turner
Carol Watkins
Tine Williams
Todd Williams
Jason Wolfkill
Brad & Alicia Wright
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387 Perkins Extended
LibroLaurelwood.com

901.800.2656

Check Out
Our 2025-26

Season.

Become a
Member and

Save.

Step into Memphis’
oldest Mexican-style
restaurant — where

hospitality takes center
stage, fajitas sizzle like

applause, and our
award-winning

margaritas deserve a
standing ovation.

Whether you’re here for
the full cast of delicious
menu favorites or just a

quick encore round at
the bar, Molly’s La Casita

has been setting the
scene since 1974.

Molly’s La Casita
2006 Madison Ave

 A Local Legend 
Worthy of an Encore
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SEASON TICKETS ON SALE NOW!
ORPHEUM-MEMPHIS.COM



SEASON TICKETS ON SALE NOW!
ORPHEUM-MEMPHIS.COM

PLAYHOUSE ON
THE SQUARE

2025/2026 

VISIT PLAYHOUSEONTHESQUARE.ORG
BOX OFFICE: (901) 726-4656

PLAYHOUSE ON THE SQUARE
COME FROM AWAY
THE WIZARD OF OZ
JAGGED LITTLE PILL
JESUS CHRIST SUPERSTAR
SWEENEY TODD

AUG 15 
NOV 14 
JAN  23
APR 24 
JUN 12

- SEP 14
- DEC  21
- FEB  22
- MAY 17
- JUL   12

2025
2025
2026
2026
2026

THE CIRCUIT PLAYHOUSE
MURDER ON THE ORIENT EXPRESS
JUNIE B. JONES THE MUSICAL
A TUNA CHRISTMAS
JOB
SEUSSICAL
PRIMARY TRUST

SEP 12
NOV 7 
NOV 21
JAN 30 
MAR 13
MAY 8

- 0CT 5
- DEC 20
- DEC 21
- FEB 15
- APR 12
- MAY 31

2025
2025
2025
2026
2026
2026

NEWWORKS@THEWORKS
TRAGEDY SOUND
SEX/WORK

JUL 11
JAN 9

- JUL 27
- JAN 25

2025
2026
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EMBASSY APARTMENTS 
Luxury and Location 

901.685.8020 
 

Offering one, two, and 
three bedrooms 

   Utilities Included  

See our floorplans @ 
embassyaptsmemphis.com 

For more information  

www.embassyaptsmemphis.com 

 

505 South Perkins Rd. 
In the Heart of East   
Memphis 
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What is the Purpose of Education? 
Admission to college? High test scores? 
Or something greater?  

At Westminster Academy, we equip students to pursue God’s truth, 
goodness, and beauty in the world around them - all while preparing 
them for any path they choose upon graduation.

We invite you to reconsider the purpose of education, 
and discover the beauty of a classical 
Christian education! 

Schedule a tour to see the classical difference!

JK-12 | CLASSICAL | CHRISTIAN | 901.380.9192 | WAMEMPHIS.COM
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